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ABSTRACT

Background & objectives: 10 year survival rates for thyroid cancer is about 90%, but
papillary thyroid cancer often spread to regional lymph nodes resulting in surviva rate fals
below 90%. In patients with thyroid cancer, cervical lymph node metastasis risk is about 20 to
50 percent. The aim of this study was to evaluate the association between ultrasound results
and the involvement of lymph nodes before thyroidectomy and compare it with the pathologic
response after thyroidectomy in patients with non-medullary thyroid cancer.

Methods: 60 patients with thyroid cancer were randomly selected and entered into the study.
Ultrasonographic examination of cervical lymph nodes was performed by two radiologists
using an ultrasound machine in all patients diagnosed with thyroid cancer. Patients underwent
total thyroidectomy and neck lymph node dissection by surgeon.

Results: In papillary thyroid cancer, there was a sSignificant relationship between
ultrasonographic results and pathologic outcomes in determining the presence of cervica
lymph node metastasis before thyroidectomy. And also, there was a significant relationship
between the results of ultrasonography and pathologic findings in determining the location of
affected lymph nodes.

Conclusion: Compared to histological examination, ultrasonography can be a useful tool in
determining the location of affected cervical lymph nodein thyroid cancers before surgery.
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